[Reversal of pulmonary hypertrophic osteoarthropathy in surgically treated lung cancer].
A 61-year-old man was admitted for evaluation of an abnormal chest abnormal with progressive swelling in both hands, clubbing of all fingers and toes, and polyarthroceles. He was given a diagnosis of pulmonary hypertrophic osteoarthropathy (PHO) associated with primary lung cancer, and underwent an upper left lobectomy. Histopathological analysis revealed stage IIB adenocarcinoma of the lung with K-ras mutation, but with no evidence of epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR). Postoperatively, his symptoms rapidly improved, and the preoperatively observed high levels of serum vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and interleukin 6 (IL-6) decreased to normal levels after just 1 month. VEGF and IL-6 caused by the genetic mutation of K-ras might play a role in the pathogenesis of PHO with lung cancer.